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> 26-year-old killed in Pacific
to be buried near his father

_ BYJULIESTEWART Later this month, 2 Marine is to
* SPECIAL TOTHE DEMOCRATGAZETTE deliver Kunkle’s remains to anoth-
MOUNTAIN HOME - Kenneth ey niece, Aliee Trivitt,
K Kuukle’s long journey from an "o Trivitt said she will bury the re-
oArkansas town o a South Pacific  maing in the cemetery where his
ifé&:}é and back again is nearly  father is huried, near her home in
er. , , “Cotter, a small town on the White
The story of the 26yearold  piver gouthwest of Mountain
Marine corporal from Mountain  gome
;. Home sheds new light on a lit- The 2nd Marine Raider Battal-
: ‘fiﬁi‘@ig"&ﬁﬁ War I com  jon's mission on tiny Makin Atoll,
K b , - dnt the Gilbert Islands, was to de-
:ﬁz? %ﬁ:?}«%egfgs%?%?xﬁg “stbay-a Japanese girrisen ang fo
US ottorts 1o nocomt e  divert attention from Guadaleanal
i s ervim?m embers, 1o the Solomon Istands, where US.
; ' eg Pentagon announisd forees had landed days sarlier
on Nov. 30 that it had identl- The two-day raid began on Aug
flod i&& Tremains of 19 17, 1542, and was staged from two
3§ Marines whose bodies were ;5‘3???%‘5?’;?‘3' USS Argonaut
left behind after a rajd on {880 Voo bauthus, 0
akin Atell in 1942 Mitl - Also ealled "Carlson's Raidery
vy investigators found 'iorecognifion of their commander,
Kunkle’s dogtags inamags  Lb Col Evans F Carlson, the
grave mnw%ﬁiﬂg the sol- Marines came ashore in rubber
diers remuind’’ . bf}ﬁm President Franklin D
After 58 years of wonder- Roosevelts son, Capl James
ing just what had happened ' Roosevell, was the operation’s sec-
to him, Kunkle's family was  onddncommand and was amoug

sarnd. the fortunaie who made it back 1o
1P very emotionsl - ex-  the submarines.
tremely emotional, And i1 SPwenty-one Mariness and 8
talk too much, T ey sald  Japanese died in the fighting,
Karen Kitzing, one of his  ~ “Unable to evavuate the dead,

. nleces, L Bon MARINE, Page 2B
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Cpl. Kepneth K. Kunkde, {upper aft) 5 Mading
kiied i & dandng caid i the South Pacific in
) 1842, poses with an unidentified woman be-
(R ors by et Arkansas 10 sorvs in Workd War 8
SRR  Kusisle's niace, Alice Tavit, {bedow] stands in
frant of & mémoral lo Baxer County’s war
dond cuiside the county courthousa in Moun-
< ader Home.

Protes Special b the Damoorst-Gasatis!
. Jird BODENHARER,
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Carbson hastily arranged for some
of the istanders fo hury the bod-
s, Decades iater, one of the i>~
tanders wounld help U8 mililar
mvestigaiors find the grave,

Another nine Marines were
unablie o leave with their unit
and surrendered fo the Japanese
a fow davs later, They were taken
norih o éma;aii,m Atoll in the
Marshsil Islands and wers exs-
cuted on ()c%; 18, 1942,

In all, 30 Marines were ésiad
as either “m:& sing in action”
“kitled i action — bhody not "e
coversd.”

The milifary told Kunkles fa
ther, Uscar, and his two hrothers,
Eimer and Jack, that Kunkle died
i -the raid and was buried “in
finld” on t}m tsland,

Arivitt, born a vear afler Kun

klen death, grew zzp hearing
about her war ?wm unete and hey

¢ :smii"zyhem desire to know hig
fate, T Trivitl's father, Jack, way the
W*zzmut uf the brothers.

“iUs something Tve always
wondered since [ was g chil
what really happened to him,"
Trivitt said.

‘Aerosy the country in Califor-
pia Kitzing alse was raizsed on
stories about her “inele Kenny”

Fall 1 know is what my mom
and dad sald” recalied Kildng,
now 5% and lving o Anchorage,
Alaska, Her parents and unyde
were very close, she sald, and her
childhond bomoe was iz“m} with
photographs of Kenneth Kunkle.

Kitzings father, Blmer, was the
oldest of the three brothers. He
had left the z"ami?y farm in the
Shady Grove mmmmitw f2:T1d
Motintam Eiom? setiling in Calls
fornia,

Kenneth Kunkie anligted in
the Marines in 1338 and was sta-

arine .

“It’s very emotional —
extremely emotional, And
if L talk too much, Ul
cry”
- Karen Kitzing, one of
Kunkle’s nicces

Honed near his bhrothers home in
California. He spent g lot of time
at the house bhefore going over
siens, Kilzing sabd,

Kitzing said her parents de-
seribed her uncle 38 8 happy, fun-
loving persoi “And he loved the
Marines. He loved his buddies in
the Marines,” she sald,

He was tall and dark-haired,
with {attoos of a girl’s head oo his
vight arm and Cupid on his left
He murried, but the marriage did-
1t last, satd Trividt, who was un-
sure of the sxwife’s name. He
hiad no children.

Her grandiather didn ialk
much abouwt his dead son, Trivilt
satd, because i was too painful of
a subject for him.

But Trivitt recalls hey grandfa-
ther's wistful eomments: T wish
Kenneth was here,” and, °{ mm
dered wk;a& *e:zm imnpiiwé D
him,” - - .

She said her g,mmi{a“}mr whzt
died in 1960, always held out hope
that his son'’s body would be
found and returned to Arkansas
for burial,

Both Trivitt apd Kilzing were
brought up to revere | hcir thuele
Kmncm mzi the cazm ¥'s bzsim“y

qor«:?d in %Ew ! aw dm‘mg Wnrid
War 1L HKifzings fathor tried to
iotn the Marines after his broth-
er’s death, but was told hisjob in
g Daliforniz defonse plant was
more vital to the war effort

Kenneth Kunkle had been

weunded in ation at some point
before the August raid byl re-
fused to leave his unit, said Kite-
trsg, who has bis Purple Heart. No
one in the family knows any de-
tatls of how or where he was
wounded.

Back in Arkansas, Trivitt heard
the family stories about her unele
refusing a medical discharge so
hie coudd go on o pussion with his
it

Trivitt said she helieves the
mission was the raid on Makin
Atotl,

“Uncle Kenneth apparently
was a very defermined man, v
fight for his country” Trivitt said.

Al some poind, the name of the
atoll whers he died was changed
to Butaritard Island.

in early 1948, an Army unit
made a futile search for the re-
mains of the Marines lost on the
island,

A milliary review board subse-
guently ruled that the men's re
mains were “nonrecoverahle.”

In recent years, however, mem-
bers of the Marine Raiders Asso-
cigtion, retired veterans from the
unit, pushed the Pentagon o re-
new the search.

In Aungust 1988, a team of Inves-
tigators from the Army's Central
{dentification Laboratory at Hick-

-ameAlr-Porce Baseins Zie&w‘“iii

went (o Butaritart Island and in-
terviewsd four local villagers
The villagers provided some in-
formation about the hurisl of the
Marines, and the team identified
two possible sites,

Investigators  exvavated the
sites in May 1806 but found noth-
ing.

Later ihst vear, snother team
redstrped fo the island and again
interviewed & villager who had
taken part in the burials

With the man’s help, the {eam
found the grave conlaining 20
sketetons, including ene izlander

~tags, helmels,

Creseived

apparently killed during the raid.
The grave was under an aban-
doned read built by the Mavy
Seabess aflter 1.5 forces ook the
isiand in November 1843

The burial gite also contained
items the soldiers had with them
when they died, ineluding dog
COMPBASSES, Wire
cutters, buftons, coins, a belt
buckle, a toothbrush, fragments of
their boots, even the stem from g
carnooh pipe.

The remaing were brought to
the Central Ideniification Labora-
tory in Hawall, where investigs-
tors used dentsl reecords and
DNA to identify the 1% Marines.
Trivitt  sald  Kunkles dental
records were used o identify his
remains.  Investigators  defer
mined that he had bheen shot
twice in the head

Trivitt learned shout the recoy
ery aperation last vear, when g lo-
cal newspaper carried o Pentagon
news release looking for Kunkles
SUIVIvODs.

She contacted the military and
in-depth  reports  on
progress in identifving his re-
maing.

Trivilt asked the military to
eremate her unele’s remains and
bring them to her She expects to
receive g hronge urn wzmzmng

“the remains inter this month and

hopes to hold a funeral before the
new vear, she said,

“Um just glad to bring {o him
home. Vs something thats been g
tong time coming,” she sald, “Not
only for him, but for the other
hoys that was with him”

The Pentagon sald the identifis
cation of the 19 Marines i 2 re-
sult of the mililary’s continuing
effort to find ami identily more
than 88000 U8, service members
who remain missing in action

from World War 11 and mililary

action during the Koresn, Vied

nam and “Cold” wars,




