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Their victory; and:they; sacrifice,
was nearly forgotten. But those zz}/z{}
still survived refused to abandon their
Sallen comrades, even if it took 58

years lo find them.

By Kew Bimore

Washingeon Post St Writer

AN RRRY AND HIS LUDBES have some wdinds iwci business,
sftv *zg%z& years agn n the early days of World War I they left the %mi;{:a
(zf 1% fellow Marines ona picee of atol inthe Sowd %z Pacific now called Butar
tari sfard, Now they mrﬁi thes back.

The 19 were az;szzaiizf’a in one of the first U5, offensives agaiist Japan, 4
poigrant, errer-plagucd roid sgsivet an isolated Japanese onlpost with ab
mnst oo strategic valoe, So many things went wrong that the Marinos st one
posint tried to surrender to 2 Japancse garrison they had ahready wiped out,

But veterans of the raid on Makin Island, as it was then named, why in-
ciuded President Franklin Boosevelt's gon James, were welcomed back to
Hawail a5 heroes In Aogust 1842, They had won their litthe battle aftor ol
giving the United States almost the first pood news of the war at 2 time when
smost alf alfiod fortunes seomed 5 be flowing the other way,

Mext Aug, 17, U ol poes well, on the 58th snmiversary of thelr death, thoss
kitted i the Makin Islnd raid will be reburied with onors in Arlington Na-

tionst Cometery—home at last from a fongforgotien skirmish that has

weighed on the minda of its survivors for il g century
“We never meant Lo leave them behind,” saps Quirk, 2 momber of the Mae
rine Ralders Association, "Marines don’t shandon their dead.”™ :

The search for the Makin Idand Balders s a story about moemory abd loy-
alty and the strange corners of kistory, induding s maverick Marine Corps
ffmnmi whi stodind lactios wvader Mao ?mimz;n it s also the story of the ex-
Emrdzmz ¥ medical detective work belng done by the US. Armye’s Central
fdentification Laborstory i Howadl, which sdarted off more than 30 years
ago tracking down MIAs among the unkaown dead of the Vintoan War and

Ser MAKIN ISIAND, 4, Gol {

Clockwise from fop 2 Maz;m .

commande on the U858

Rautlius prepaying forthe
Bugust 1942 raid on Makin
fshaud; a Marine Corgs colfor
‘guard escorting remaiog of.

.

*
+
H
“

.

the men who perished in the -
raid back to Howall; Baldege -
Battalion Donunanding Dificer
£t Col. Evans £ Carlson, faft,

antd Major bunes Bonsewslf,

son of the president and ~ -

- secand i conwnand,

o

% s o e e

e Watkint /
Jo Tgawa

. 2
B
. % \’» H
£ /
’ I3
%?’éz H
gy

<
B9 LABEY SN L 1 wale IO POSY .



£4

Sonpay, Novemess 26, 2000

w STYLE

MAKIN ISLAND, From FI

these dayy searches ns well for the 87,000
BiAs froom World War 1 and Korea,
But it s also 2 story of waahed mystery.

The Makin Iatend Raiders sieo left behind

five men they were cortain had been xhot ur
drowned 2t sea while trying to assist others
through heavy swrf 1o 2 pair of 115, submne
vineg waiting to evacuste them,

But after the war they learned the Jopa
nese, after re-grrrisoning Makin, had re-
moved nine American Marines to Kwals-
leir Atoll and teheaded them 2 past of 2
hotiduy festival, Flve of the executed men
sre belfeved to be those thought drowned.
But who were the other four? The Maring
Raiders Association i3 hoping of st te find
st

The story beging in part with Winston
Churchil, The great British prime minister
hed an undying sitachment fo sloakeand
degger derringedn, and wged President
velt in 1541 1o establish 5 U5, voun-
terpart to the famed British commmndon,

At the same time such guerrila tactics
were being championed by Col Bwma B
Carlorm, wha had witnessed them as a Ma

L

sine in both Ninuragues and Ching in the

19 0s and 1830y, Carlaon subsequently had
2 stint with FOR's presidential guard oo
tarhunent ja Warss Speings, On, snd he
come 3 frinnd of the president. Relurning to
Ching in 1937, he recelved permission to
scemnpaay the Chiness Comununistis as ap
sheerver in thelr war againat the Japanese.
-1ie then vesied from the service so he
= pode weite and argue far more LS, help for
~E%dng,

e 1841 he vejoined the Marine Corps,
where one of his adherents was funes Hoo
sevelt, then x Mardue caplaln. The younger
Ruosovell propesed formal crestion of 3
Barine guerills wundt in January 1942,

His proposal meshed with amphibious
axult developments heing champloned by

- Gen, Holland M Smith. The result was ore-
ation within the Corps of a two-batialion
“speciatized fighting force called the Marine
 Baiders. Oue of the batfalions was come
» ennded by Carhyon
© o remember when he showed op ot our
“hoot vamp i Ban Dego recruiting wolun-
- trers,” Quirk says. “He pitched the Ralders
. leeus 25w dite outfit that thrived on hard-
xhip and danger and weuld be the first to
Hyht the Japanese, He said e prombed ua
nothing bot rice, raising, wet bladkets and
glory, The glory part appealed lo me”
L Uarlson’s Haiders sot up vamp on 2 fam
; near Camp Blflod in the Wl neat San Die
g They lived In the open, marched 30

o g over Carlaon's wgue military
¥

philosuphy, which one historian has de
seribedd as “wn admixture of Chinese vul

England town hall demonrary.”

st egaliterianiam and Mew,

Digging Into the Mystery

of the Makin Island Missing

Usdike the wenal armed service hier.

grehy, officers seould bave no grester privi
&3&*32&3{1 zalisted men and would lead by
consensua rather than rank, Their battle
ery waz “pung-ho,” 2 Chinese exprossion-—
then new o Americans—whick means
*work torether”
After exlensive braining in wenpons,
- handtohand fighting and usr of rubber
boats, two companies of Raiders were sent
o Mihvay Island where they helped the
Wavy turn back 3 massive Jopanese attack
Bupe 38, 1942, in what would breome the
- burning point of the Pacific war

, marked by Adm, Chestor Nimits for an at-
“tack Aug. 17, 1942, on Maokin Iddand in the
[Githert Ielands, about 1,000 miles worth-

eant of Guadaluansl, They dere to destroy
the ishand’s amall Iapancse seaplane bass
and it garrison, gals intelligence on the ar-
e2 and, perhaps most importantly, divest
Tapanese atiention and teoops from Gun-
shaleanal and Tulagt in the Soloron Idends,
There LS. troops had landed 10 days earli-
or fo hogin the major offensive of the Pacific
© War. The Japanese, however, were pouring
reinforcements foto Guadaleanal, and Nime
itz was Jooking to the diversionary hit-and-

. ron ratd on Makin (o exsr the pressure.

The fovee of 220 Radders arvived off Ma-
kin, main island In the stoll, in the predawn

howss of Augg. 17, They had been forrigd
from Prar] Harher abourd the sabmstines

Nastifien and Argonaut, which had stripped

and véconfigured their torpedo storage

compartments to make room for the Ma

rines. Bven oo, Quirk remembers, “we were

stacked all over the place and deeping on
thedeck” .

The rald won supposed to be a pred
surprise attack, hot things started going

©wrong st thestart, .

“We had drifled = lot 2t Barber's Podnt in
Hawail, where the surf and carrent see sp-
posed 1o be about g8 rough s ¥ el
Quirk says, “Hut it wae vold and rainy off

Butaritari and rougher than we anticipated,

and loading the 21 rabber buats was 3 prete

ty dicey operation. ] was carrvlng about 150

prunds with ol the demolition gear | hnd, -
and { hnevw 1 alid off the slippery side of

that sub and mizsed the boat # would take

oo straight o the bottom.”

In addition, the Radders found the cur-
reut far stronger than they anticipated and
the outboard motors on the rubber hosts
wnsldn't glart, "So onee thoy wers foaded it

_was impuosible for the rabber boals to keep
stationary near the subs while the others
Tnaded up. The result waz that even with ew
ervhody paddiing Bhe hell the brata got out

- of plave anvd lnnded In the wrong sequence
on the beach, vt of sight of the hindmarks
that were supposed to gudde us to vur ob
jertives” A

Furthermors, while the tronps were sort-
ing themuelves out on the beach, one of the
men secidentally discharged bis Browning
sutomatic rifle, “which you could have
B In Foben,”

Realizing the enemy was now slerted,
the Haiders spread out and began working
their way scross the H0svsrd-wide istend

to the Iagoon. At first they made e head- .

way against the fortified Japanese posh

Hons, but the Bpanese launched fwo bane
zal vharges in an cffort to overrun the
Marines. snd werg oot down by the Rajders
machine guns,

*We started about B30 s and the bhate
| te was over by B30, Chdik remembers,
“But those tywo hours were very intense”

He killed his first enerny soldier doring

% ¢ that time--z suiper i a palm freebut
Byt the bulk of Carlson's tronps were eat-

most of the tme | wan slationed on the

Hank of the action by the harhor,” the hage -

of a pivoting sweep by his fellow Marines,
Oddly, what he resseinbers best was the.

fncredible tropfesd beanty of the litlle is-

fand-—the white sand snd seattering of co-

comut palms snd thatehed native buls and ‘

the peace of the harbor within the atoll,

“There nsed ty hea popular song inthoas
days called Sleepy Lagoon,'” he suys,
“Yhat's what & reminded me of B was g
strange place to be making war”

The garrison on the fsland was supposed
to cunsist of 45, but the Ratders ronnted 9.
dead Japanese dlter the battle-—18 Raidery
were kithed ag well and several wonndede
ared Carleon was certain muweof the ensmy
were bidden somewhere else on the ishand,

Is1 addition, the Japanese soon handéd twi -

large fiving honts in the lagoon. The Raid-
erd mansged 1 gink both with heavy wesp-
ong fire, but remained unvertaln whether
any of the reinforcoments aboard had
reached shore, Eneny planes bombed and

strafed the istand intermittontly during the -

day, bt Quirk, dug in beside the wonden
stakes of 3 native igpen, noticed thet the
pilots steadily sverabiot their tagets and
did Hitle ddrags. .

Arcnd § pom., Cardaon decided b0 with-
denw the Raiders us phanned, protecied by s
eowering force of 30, hut the oifirl soon
proved dissatrous. The suff had mounted
ominously, the rubber bt rolied epest
ediy i the surfand the Balders Iost nwost of
their weapons sad sepplies,

“We must have overtuwroed oight or 10
tisms hefore sy bost got through the sued”
Quirk says. Onee thenugh they Bnally got

" the mator started snd made 1t to one of the
subrarives, which had stayed submerged
most of the day. Other bosta made it hack &
nully in the darknvss to one sub or the oth
er, “but few of us made it fo the right sub,
we were il soshed, cliffled and exhousted”
amd 120 mea—Carlenn among theme—
remained stranded on shore, unable by

ke it through the st Only the vovering

forcs and a handful of othérs still had weep-
ons. -

Whesn a small Japoness patrol stumbled
on the standed Marises during the sight,
wounding one Ralder, Carlany decided to

surrender those on shore oub of concern, he
wrote later, for the wounded and for the
fate of the president’s son who was with
him. But anknown tohim, therdwereondy s
handbul of Iapanese still shive on the ishind.
G of these wos found snd dispatched tn
his commander with s surrender note, anly
tos b shost Inter sccidentully by other Baid
grs before be vould defiver the message,

. Other boatloads had mide i ont through |

the sarf to the subs during the night, b
ever, and with dawn Carlson wvd bis troops
on shore reafized no vrganized enemy force.
remaingd, Dodging oceasdonal alr attacks
during the day ag they destroved Jopaness
suppdics and installations, they comtacted
the mdwmarines, srranging & nipht render-
vous at the mowth of the hgosn where
there was ne suef to contend with, They
diaggert four rubber boats across to the bne
goon, and with the help of 2 nutive oub
rigger got the reswinder of the foree back

"o the subrrines, -

Hut during the transfer, five Ralders whe
hatd vohustesred to return from one sub to
the ishand to belp the others through the
suf were Inat, While they were prddling in,
Japanese fghiers sttucked, fureing the sub-
marine o submerge. 5

“When we came back ap there was no
frce of thelr bost,” Quirk remembers, "We
had to sssume they'd been shrafed or
dewned” ‘

i took the subs “five or six doys” to get
hack b Hawall, Quirk remembers, and by
then the men wire 3 ragiag bunch, Most
bad Yost 2l their cothing in the swef and
were dressed in what rage the sub crows
conlid throw tugether, But they were greet
et as hevoes in Peard Harkor

“Al the ships wers dressed with Sags
and thers were alf kinds of gensyals and wd-
wairals and bands o meet us,” Duirk ve
members, "People were stareing for an of
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Digging Into the Mystery

of the Makin Isla

&0 B2-year-oid Islander whi suid he Helped
Sury the Barine casualties ss a boyof 18
heiped the recovery team kieate U bodins.
Betow, 3 WWH photograph of 2 wownded

faider Battalion mewher bxlon from the USS
Argrinaut upos retum tx Paard Harbor,

zwm YU AT

Hroative story” btmmm% &mmmt«i
the Makin lsland radd 28 o major swipe ot
the Japunese smpire.
If i‘zrz Ralders know hetter, they kept it 1o
themsebens,
 Before leaving the hland, Cerlson had
paid some nathea ing ncarby village, whe
b helped the Americang, to bury the Ma-
rines kifled during the hattle, But confusion
shout the numbers presisted. The officlel
Arneerican tally was 18 dead and 12 missing,
Hut only after the war would the Marine
Lorps learn from Makin Idond natives thay
nine of the missing had apparently besn el
alive on the isiand««mmy them some of
those thought killed in the bozz that re-
fnmr‘é
With the essistance of ihe ES&Q&E& thux
nine evaded tapture for o time g finally
surrendered t 3 reinforved Japanese garrd-
son on Aug. 3 On Ol 18, scoording to
repords of the Nawd War Urbnes Conunis
shar, nine alffed prizoners thoeght (o be
thess men were behewded on Kiglaleln as
part of the Yasabuni Shrine Featival, 2 Japa-
nese holiday honoring departed heross,

The Makin Baider desd, howswer, wore
nst forgotten In 1948 5 ;zraws registration
iram conducted & search throughout Makin
atoll, exesmenting several sitey but finding

- nething. It s thought that construction fkf
an alretrip on the ialand later in the war had
prnbably scattersd thelr revtatos beyond rev
LOVETY,

There the matter oy until several yoars
apns when veteran wembers of the Marine
Raiders Assoeiation, most in thelr see
enties and rightize, began working to vlear
iz;)'fl“ze remaining mysieries. Some had e
turned o Makin in the intervening years on

:}m: pwent god berome mnvme{\fi the atory

owasn'i avern

*I want to be the firet to say that it was’

the Vietnan gensration that saised our pon-

- sconsnesy o this fssue,” says Ashiey Fish-

erof Memphis, & Raider whowagwot onthe
Wiakin raid but hos been active in the move
sment to repatviate the Makin remaing, “The
incradible efforts they've made to acrount
for il the MiAs in Snatheast Asia got wa to
thinking Why hove we wadted ol this ixmf'
o arcount for sursd®

Working through the Pentagon’s FOW/

‘WA personned offive, the Ralders made

contact with nificials 2t the Central Blentifi-
vation Labnratory, which over the past 30
years hag grown info 2 staff of 179 i

vestigators, ani&zmmkugim and organic.

chemiats whn fravel sround the world i
solve the forensic puszler of pasat wars.

While the bulk of their wark is tracking
the dead from the war in Vistomm, the lab
sets s senrch priovities not i}y war, but on
the probubllity of locating reimaing, i

Ins the ease of the Mukin Raid, the prob-
shilities looked prefty gnod, Butarilard s
sty about three miles long and there were
refatively fow places whers the dead would
Exkezy have heen burled. So tn &&g&zs) 1508,
when hegvy rains in Vietonm made a sehed-
uled survey there impossible, the twoman
survey team was diverted Instead to Butard
tari to dnterview watives, check out possible
grave mites aad set up logistics for 2 sub-
sequent recovery sffort,

The following May, Willlam B, Belcher, a
forersie suthropologist, and an sight-mem-

ber tesm excavated two sites over a thres

week period-siles nugpested by an 8%
year-old lolander named Buretmoa Tokarel
wheo said he had helped bury the Marines as
a buy of 18,

Cgeshved,

Belrher's fewm again found nothing, bt
another feam returning lagt Novo 30 had
better ok, Excating a thivd site betivesn
seversd thatehed lusts and 2 vegelable feld

- snd ondy 16 foet from Tokarel's st guses,

they uncoversd 20 nearly complete skele-
tong, sorme still in hoots amd helmets, along
with several rifles, mnmunition packs, 60
hand grenadés and 11 sety of Balder dog
tags.

Twenty remaing fond in one olle wma 2

- revord find. The soll af the site wag sifted tn
veoover the smalleat fragments, Byery 1o

covered particle was carefolly tagged and
bagged or placed in sluminum cases for

- fransport.

The remaing were fown to Hawadl
where, wing dental records and DNA toch-

nolegry, one was found G be 2 Botaritari o

ther, The othera were satched with nextof
Ydns from the Makin Raiders, some of whom
were diskant cousing halfway around the
world, One ws located in South Africa,

“We can identify someone from resmaing
sz mmall as 2 Hvegrany fragrent of bone o1
a single tooth,” suyy Jobnds Webh, the iden-
tification lab's deputy directon "But the 48
fiulty f that we can't match 2 father with s
som. The DNA has fo be truced through the
muternal line.

“Barly this yee ; we vesovered emaing
fro o Wosrld War I air orash in Chine
whers the maternad Hoe of the devessed ape

- peared 1o have dind out. He had no siblings

or doughiers and his grandmother had Just
bewn buried. The family said we omadd disin.
ter granny to get 2 match, bul we didnt
want to do that, i ingtead we got & grnesl
ogist whe traced the man’s funily back to
the 18405 and down another branch o dis
tant cousing the family didn't even haow.
They provided the sample and we were sble
i take positive identification.”

Webb says next of bin of all those found
o Butaritar] have been notified and the ree
maing identified, and work §s proceeding to
reinter mont of thesy in Arlington Cometery
next August.

But he sald the pusele of the nive behead-
ings on Kwajaleln has yet to be sulved, Be
cently, he says, my archivist lorated the ree-
ords of Vics Adm. Koso Abe, the Japanese
officer exenuted for war crimes because of
the beheadings, but no e is veb sure just
whe the uine executed wers, Ur precisely
where they sre buried,

Ahe's triad vecorda give some sy, how

- gy, he sayy, and 2 toam hes surveyed the

ares to muke certzin the most probable
grave sites don't He beneath bulldings or
paved roads, Next month vr early next yrar
a full excavation team will return do wee ¥f

th Jast mysteries of ??xe M skm md Bt Ew

The difficulty, E’ggznr; aays, Is that wzi{ke
Bataritard, }\m_ aletn hay heen completely
transfarmed by alr base covstrustion over
the past 50 years, IF's more than 208 aceey
larger now “snd lovks nothing like 3t used
"

Ty Wasnineron Posr

Missin

Yot 5 series of articles by istond bdorian
Eugens ‘imm in the Bwajeleln Hourglasy
pariier this vesrs sppenrs 1o iraagulate the
site oof the bf:heaeis’ngs, i not the graves, t
the Eveafulein Public Gardens, There i a
minjor aquestion, Sims writey, whether any
graves on Eeajdeln enuld bave surviy ek

the ::rwm allied hombardment that pre
rodedd Americdn landings on the idhind In
1944,

The Mlakin raid seems libe a long Hme
35, but wonderfud ks io that time re
main, When the identification lah divectors
notified the Marine Corps of their dis
coveries on Butaritart last Decsmber, the
Corps unt only deploved 3 130 Herpudes
sirvraft from Hawsll to fiy the remuin
ek, i sent 3 oolor gued axwell.

Az the flagooverad trassport cages from
Butaritar were belng coremonially loaded
nuto the plane for Hawsd, be sadd, the old
mative who had buried them half 2 cendory
ago suddenly broke inte the Marine Jorp
Hymn

“The mun apohks abmost no Y:s;z%a::,z BT
WMarinrs ’“g{i been gone from the tdand for
& veara,” Webb sund “But he was very
mwch wware what this was alf ghout.”




